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Above the Atlantic: The Allure of
21 Nettleton in Clifton, Cape Town

In Cape Town, light is never still. It slides and fractures, sharpens and softens — bending on the cliffs, glazing the
sea, spilling through fynbos and over the fagades of whitewashed homes. On the slopes of Lion's Head, above the
turquoise inlets of Clifton, stands 21 Nettleton Boutique Hotel, a mansion seemingly suspended between sea and sky.
From its terraces, the horizon unfurls in an infinite shimmer.

The drive to the property winds along Nettleton Road, one of Clifton’s most exclusive addresses, where palms rise
like sentinels and the mountain presses close behind. The hotel appears with quiet confidence — stone pillars,
arched windows, soft neutral tones that let light perform its quiet magic. It does not boast; it beckons.

At the entrance, the scent of jasmine and ocean spray mingles in the air. Guests are greeted not with ceremony, but
with warmth: a cool drink, an easy smile, and a sense of calm efficiency. Within minutes, the noise of the city below
fades to nothing, and you step into a different world — a house tuned to the flow of sea and wind, where every sense
sharpens to the elements.

A Sense of Place

Clifton is widely regarded as home to some of the most expensive real estate on the African continent, and 21
Nettleton would be very much at home near the top of that list.

From the property'’s terraces and suites, the Atlantic Ocean stretches in a vast cobalt sweep, while behind, Lion's
Head lifts its sculpted flank into the sky. On tranquil mornings, yachts drift across the bay like polished commas.
Evenings ignite the ocean into liquid gold, the sun making its slow, theatrical descent as the lights of Camps Bay
shimmer to life along the curve of the shore.

With just six rooms and suites, the hotel feels more like visiting a friend's exquisite seaside home than checking into
formal accommodation. Once a private residence, it was transformed in 2016 into a boutique retreat, yet the echo of
its domestic past lingers in every hallway and terrace.

Interiors: Where Luxury Finds Its Soul

Inside, 21 Nettleton unfolds like a living gallery: antique furniture paired with bold African art, sunlight sliding across
polished bronze, sculptures placed intentionally between silk drapes. The library is made for long afternoons; the
drawing room frames the sea like a living painting, and the breakfast terrace glows beneath trailing vines.

As evening falls, lamps glow, candles flicker, and the entire house seems to exhale — settling into its own
quiet grandeur.
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Rooms: Distinction and Detail

Each room is its own small world — some opening to the sea, others gazing up toward the mountain. Interiors are
calm and elegantly layered: fine linens, plush carpets, curated artworks, and bathrooms that invite long,
contemplative soaks.

Turndown service may include a hot-water bottle tucked beneath the sheets — a gesture charmingly at odds with
the hotel's sophistication, and all the better for it.

Service: The Quiet Art of Care

At 21 Nettleton, service feels like choreography — fluid, unobtrusive, and quietly omniscient. Staff appear when
needed, vanish when not, and anticipate desires before they become requests.

Want a sunrise hike? Keanon, the Duty Manager, knows the exact minute when the mountain turns rose-gold.
Private dinner beneath lanterns? Ishmael will make the lawn glow like a stage set.

A cocktail that tastes like the Cape? Uti already has a rooibos infusion steeping.

Dining: A Table by the Sea — and a Cape Malay Feast to Remember

Breakfast (often served on private terraces) is a slow morning ritual of golden pastries, seasonal fruit, and coffee
scented with ocean air. Dinner, when arranged, becomes theatre.

One evening, when a group of close friends gathered for a special meal in the fully dressed and candle-lit dining
room, Chef Roland created a Cape Malay banquet that felt less like an event and more like an act of cultural
storytelling, delivered in waves of culinary delight.

Think fragrant, mildly spiced Cape Malay chicken curry built on turmeric, cumin, coriander, cinnamon, cardamom, and
dried apricots for sweetness. Bobotie — a casserole of spiced minced lamb baked with an egg custard topping — its
aroma rich with curry powder, cloves, and bay leaves. Malay yellow rice: a fragrant side dish with turmeric, cinnamon,
and raisins — iconic alongside bobotie. Denningsvleis, a slow-braised lamb dish flavoured with tamarind, cloves, and
allspice — tangy, savoury, and deeply traditional. Geelbek pickled fish, fried or baked, preserved in a turmeric-yellow,
sweet-and-sour onion sauce with curry spices. Samosas: crispy triangles filled with spiced beef, chicken, potato, or
cheese — Chef's method using a unique spice blend and very thin pastry.

Clearly, Chef knows the Bo-Kaap and exactly where to find the spice merchants and apricot-stewing aunties.

As the final plates were cleared, Uti glided in with a rooibos-and-spice cocktail designed to dance with the curry's
warmth — citrus, clove, fynbos honey. “Strong enough to stand up to a curry,” he said, "but gentle enough not to
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start an argument.”

The sea whispered below. The lanterns flickered. And for a moment, the entire Cape — its history, its spice, its
stories, its warmth — seemed distilled into one unforgettable evening.

Quiet Corners and Outdoor Grace
21 Nettleton's gardens ripple in green layers; the pool mirrors whatever the sky is thinking that day.
Morning coffee overlooking the sea brings the scent of kelp; afternoons unfold beneath pergolas where vines

whisper in the wind. Every detail — from chair placement to sculpture angle — seems designed to gently slow the
world down.

The World Beyond the Gate

Minutes away lies the Lion's Head trailhead, leading to one of the Cape's most iconic sunrises. Below, Clifton’s
beaches hum with quiet luxury. Camps Bay offers sunset cafés; the V&A Waterfront bustles; Bo-Kaap glows in its
sherbet-coloured charm. Chapman'’s Peak and Cape Point beckon with unforgettable coastal drama.

The staff coordinate excursions with remarkable ease — transforming the hotel into both a sanctuary and
a launchpad.

Final Thoughts

21 Nettleton is not merely a luxury hotel. It is a place where landscape, architecture, and people fold together into an
experience that feels intimate, lived-in, and quite extraordinary. With staff whose back-stories flow through the
property like warm undercurrents, interiors alive with personality, and cuisine rooted in Cape heritage, the hotel
becomes a refuge of splendour and soul.

W: 21 Nettleton Boutique Hotel

Written by Cindy-Lou Dale for Luxuria Lifestyle International
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